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Introduction

* Refugee dehumanization is rising globally (UNCHR & GNCHR,
2025)

Perceiving refugees as lacking
human traits: civility, refinement,

logic or emotionality Research Questions

* Leads to extremist violence & outgroup hatred (Esses et al., 3
2008)
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Methodology Results

* Lower empathy, self-esteem & higher racism predicted dehumanization

« Affective empathy & self-esteem were correlated

+ Racism & empathy did not moderate the relationship

{2} Online survey data collection * Positive representation failed ot increase humanization for those lower
in self-esteem & empathy

&- Dehumanizing presentation increased dehumanization

Between-subjects experimental design

{3} 132 participants: 64 humanizing text, 68 dehumanizing text
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