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Introduction

o Agricultural intensification of Mediterranean olive groves 1s a significant

driver of biodiversity loss

o The Mediterranean basin i1s one of the most biodiverse regions in the

world
o Olives have been cultivated sustainably for millennia in the Mediterranean

o Revitalizing traditional olive grove systems can be ecologically

regenerative, culturally engaging, and resource sustainable
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Figure 1: Traditional Olive Grove, Misilyah, Palestine!
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Theoretical Background

Figure 2: Cultural Landscape Components?

Cultural landscape
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Biodiversity Functions

o Traditional olive groves can resist changes in weather conditions

and water shortages

o Livestock and crops can be integrated, providing diverse

opportunities for olive groves

o Traditional olive groves can protect endangered species
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Natural landscape Human landscape

. Intangible
ideology, mode of life,
customs, religions and beliefs,
politics, production relations,
etc.

Tangible
settlements, land layout,
cultural features, figures,

costumes, streets,
vehicles, cultivated plants,
etc.

landform, flora and
fauna, hydrology,
climate, soll, etc.

Nature: medium Culture: agent

Interaction between culture and nature

Cultural product of specific human groups in specific
regional environment

Olive Grove Cultural Landscape

o Traditional olive groves are built around sustainable organic resources

and multifunctional land use!

o Longevity of olive trees connected generations of people with their

environment and food production.
o Olive groves as cultural landscapes date back at least 2,800 years!

o Restoring traditional olive groves i1s tied to restoring local cultural

heritage, which can encourage ecotourism
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Some ecosystem processes and
functions benefit humans.
These are called ecosystem services.
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Figure 3: Biodiversity synergizes with conservation, agriculture, and economics?

Discussion

Limitations

o Local environmental conditions restrict olive grove capability*

o Relies upon preexisting diverse native seed bank

o Prioritizing ecological health over yield results in short term economic
loss

o CAP subsidies are ineffective in supporting biodiversity initiatives.

o Supporting biodiversity needs long term investment and careful

maintenance?

o Ecotourism involves environmentally disruptive land development

Conclusion

o Revitalizing millennia-old traditions can better preserve
Mediterranean biodiversity, enriching the landscape with cultural and
economic opportunity.

o EU agricultural policy must prioritize supporting local biodiversity
initiatives and research.

o The integration of biodiversity within agriculture 1s paramount for the

future of both agriculture and conservation.
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